
“Reminder”
This month’s meeting 
will be held at 1800 
hrs on Thursday, Dec 
13th. (38625 River 
Street—Snoqualmie)

submarine facilities were 
not hit. Japanese losses 
were minimal at 29 air-
craft and five midget sub-
marines, with 65 Japa-
nese servicemen killed or 
wounded. 

The intent of the strike 
was to protect Imperial 
Japan's advance into Ma-
laya and the Dutch East 
Indies – for their natural 
resources such as oil and 
rubber – by neutralizing 
the U.S. Pacific Fleet.
Both the US and Japan 
had long-standing contin-
gency plans for war in the 
Pacific, developed during 
the 1930s as tension be-
tween the two countries 
steadily increased, focus-
ing on the other's battle-
ships. Japan's expansion 
into Manchuria and later 
French Indochina were 
greeted with increasing 
levels of embargoes and 
sanctions from the United 
States. In 1940, the US 
halted further shipments 
of airplanes, parts, ma-
chine tools and aviation 
gas to Japan, which Ja-
pan interpreted as an 
unfriendly act.[5] America 
continued to export oil to 
Japan, as it was under-

The attack on Pearl Har-
bor  was a preventive mili-
tary strike on the United
States Pacific Fleet base
at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii
by the Empire of Japan's
Imperial Japanese Navy,
on the morning of Sun-
day, December 7, 1941.

Two attack waves, total-
ing 350 aircraft, were 
launched from six IJN 
aircraft carriers which 
destroyed two U.S. Navy
battleships, one mine-
layer, two destroyers and 
188 aircraft. Personnel 
losses were 2,333 killed 
and 1,139 wounded. 
Damaged warships in-
cluded three cruisers, a 
destroyer, and six battle-
ships. Of those six, one 
was deliberately 
grounded and was later 
refloated and repaired. 
Two sank at their berths 
but were later repaired 
and both rejoined the fleet 
late in the war. Vital fuel 
storage, shipyards, and 

stood in Washington that 
cutting off exports could 
mean Japanese retaliation.[6]

In the summer of 1941, the 
US ceased the export of oil 
to Japan due to Japan's con-
tinued aggressive expansion-
ist policy and because an 
anticipated eventual Ameri-
can entrance to the war in 
Europe prompted increased 
stockpiling and less commer-
cial use of gasoline.[7] Presi-
dent Franklin D. Roosevelt
had moved the fleet to Ha-
waii, and ordered a buildup 
in the Philippines, to reduce 
Japanese aggression in 
China and deter operations 
against others, including 
European colonies in Asia. 
The Japanese high com-
mand was certain any attack 
on the United Kingdom's
colonies would inevitably 
bring the U.S. into the war.[8]

A pre-emptive strike ap-
peared the only way Japan 
could avoid U.S. interference 
in the attack was one of the 
most important engagements 
of World War II. Occurring 
before a formal declaration of 
war, it shocked the American 
public out of isolationism.
Roosevelt called December 
7, 1941 "… a date which will 
live in infamy."

“copied from wikipedia.org/wiki/Pearl_Harbor.

“December 7, 1941—a day that will l ive in infamy.” 

Special points of in-
terest: 

�!��Guest Speaker will be 
Nadine Guilt, Co-
founder of “Operation 
Support Our Troops” 

�!��“A day which will live in 
infamy” 

�!��Operation Support our 
Troops 

“For God and Country” 
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be held at 1800 hrs on 
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This past month several members of Snoqual-
mie Chapter 79, otherwise known as the Sno-
qualmie Riders, participated in the annual Au-

burn Veteran's Day parade held in Auburn 
Washington.  This parade, held each year on 
Veteran's Day, is said to be the largest such 
parade west of the Mississippi River.   

Led by Director Rich Collingwood, “Doc” Ray-
mond Bagby, Joe “Mad Dog” Reed,  and Bert 
Rainey braved the weather and rode to Auburn 
on their motorcycles (what else!!) to partici-
pate.   Also participating in the parade was 

Chapter 79’s newest member Michael Bryant 
who joined American Legion Post 79 and the 
Riders that same day.  “It was an experience I 

will never forget” said Rich Collingwood.  “Last 
year I observed from the sidelines and was 
acknowledged with salutes from members of 
the parade.  This year I had the opportunity to 
reciprocate to the Veterans in the audience. 
We hope to make this an annual event for our 
chapter.  I felt very honored to be able to take 
part in this parade” said Rich.   

Steve Antoch, a veteran of the 
Lebanon/Grenada era, joins us 
this year and was also recently 
selected as our new                     

Ser-

geant-At-Arms.  

Howard Bellows joins us from 
Post 110 (Department holding 
post)  Howard recently an-

A big welcome to our newest 
members Jim Needham, Steve 
Antoch, and Howard Bellows. 

Jim Needham, who lives on the 
Preston-Fall City road, is a Viet-
nam era veteran.  He has been a 
member of the Legion for over 2 
years.   Some of us have already 
met Jim as he has attended 
several meetings in the past.                                           

swered a mailing asking him to 
transfer to Renton-Pickering.  
Let’s remember to give them a 
welcome and handshake the next 
time you see them. 
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Welcome new members! 

Snoqualmie Riders participate in Auburn Veterans Day Parade 

Snoqualmie Riders moving to marshalling area before start 

Newest member Michael  Bryant (left) with Burt Rainey 

Doc Bagby doing what comes naturally—relaxing!! 

Director Rich “Geezer” Collingwood  

Jim Needham 

Steve Antoch 

DID YOU KNOW (?)  

that the first couple ever to 
be shown in bed together 
on television was Fred and 
Irma Flintstone. 



Greetings Legionnaires! 
I want to personally thank all of our veterans who took part in Veteran’s Day assemblies at our 
local schools on Friday, November 9th.  We participated in assemblies at Snoqualmie Elementary 
School, Snoqualmie Middle School, Cascade View Elementary School and North Bend Elemen-
tary School.   From all reports, these assemblies went very well, and our veterans were well re-
ceived.  The enthusiasm and interest in veterans shown by the students and staff was uplifting.   
Thank you for your participation in these important community events.   

You may recall that I suggested that our post participate in a Support Our Troops rally at Free-
dom Bridge near Fort Lewis during the first Saturday of the month.  The group that has asked us 
to participate with them (Operation Support Our Troops) has been unable to participate in this 
activity the last two months due to their gearing up to send Christmas packages to our troops.  
They have adopted over 8,000 troops this year and are sending packages to all of them for 
Christmas.  Consequently, I would like to suggest that we begin this activity on the first Saturday 
in January – which is the 5th.  Please let me know if you are interested in joining me in this event, 
and we can car pool to Fort Lewis at 9:30 PM on January 5th.

As you know, each month I encourage all of our members to attend our Post Meetings.  We 
follow the traditional structure of American Legion meetings, but at the same time we try to 
make the meetings informative and interesting to the membership.  The Executive Committee 
has recommended that we try to make these meetings even more informative by inviting guest 
speakers on topics of interest to our membership.   Consequently, in the coming months we will 
be inviting guests to speak on various topics of interest.  At our December Meeting, we have 
invited Nadine Gulit, the co-founder of Operation Support Our Troops to come and speak to 
us.  Nadine is a recipient of the President’s Volunteer Service Award from USA Freedom Corps 
for her work on behalf of the men and women who wear the uniform of the United States.  I 
have never met anyone as passionate about their support of our troops as Nadine.  I think you 
will be captivated by her enthusiasm and energy.  In the coming months, if you have anyone in 
mind that you think would be a good speaker (or even a topic that you would like to hear 
about), please feel free to contact one of your post officers.   

As Christmas Day 2007 fast approaches, I want to take this opportunity to thank all of you who 
have served our country and helped to preserve freedom and keep our traditions and holidays 
like Christmas sacred for our fellow Americans.   It’s been over two hundred and twenty-five 
years since George Washington first took command of the Continental Army.  And, despite the 
many challenges of history, we can clearly see in today’s military the same virtues that won this 
nation our independence and safeguarded that freedom for well over two centuries.  The men 
and women who wear the uniform today follow in a long, honorable, and unbroken tradition of 
service passed down through the generations.  And so, as Christmas approaches let us not for-
get those who are currently serving on active duty, our POW’s and MIA’s, and also our fellow 
veterans many of whom may still be suffering from the effects of their honorable service to our 
country.  To every soldier, sailor, marine, airman, or coast guardsman that is currently serving or 
who has ever served our country, this nation owes a debt that cannot be paid, but must always 
be remembered and acknowledged.   I want you to know that it is indeed an honor for me to 
serve as your post commander.  Merry Christmas! As always, please feel free to contact me at 
any time! 

In comradeship, 

Steven Fenton 
Home Phone:  (425) 396-6100 
Cell Phone: (253) 261-1010 
Email:  sfenton103@aol.com
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Did you Know??? 
In the 1400’s a law was set forth in 
England that a man was allowed to 
beat his wife with a stick no thicker 

than his thumb.  Hence we have 
“the rule of thumb!. 

Commander’s Comments 

“We must reject 

the idea that every 

time a law’s 

broken, society is 

guilty rather than 

the lawbreaker.  It 

is time to restore 

the American 

precept that each 

individual is 

accountable for his 

actions.”

-Ronald Regan 



11TH DISTRICT 
POST LOCATION GOAL PUFLS PAID TOTAL %

015 KENT 387 31 300 331 85.53%
019 RENTON 233 42 151 193 82.83%
078 AUBURN 219 34 155 189 86.30%
079 SNOQUALMIE 75 11 51 61 82.67
099 KIRKLAND 112 22 64 86 76.79%
127 BOTHELL 376 36 230 266 70.74%
134 BURIEN 327 50 220 270 82.57%
161 REDMOND  131 15 85 100 76.34%
199 CARNATION 69 14 36 50 72.46%
227 SHORELINE 330 73 118 191 57.88%

232 FED WAY 49 3 42 45 91.84%
235 TUKWILA 87 19 44 63 72.41%
239 BELLEVUE 133 14 80 94 70.68%
TOTAL 2528 364 1575 1939 76.70%

“The Stray Cat on his Goldwing.” 
Can you guess who he is?  

Current law (US Code 
Title 4, Chapter 1) 
states that veterans and 
servicemen not in uni-
form should place their 
hand over their heart 
without clarifying 
whether they can or 
should salute the flag. 

"The salute is a form of 
honor and respect, rep-
resenting pride in one's 
military service," Sena-
tor Inhofe said. 
"Veterans and service 
members continue rep-
resenting the military 
services even when not 

"The salute is a form of 
honor and respect, rep-
resenting pride in one's 
military service," Senator 
Inhofe said. "Veterans and 
service members con-
tinue representing the 
military services even 
when not in uniform

                                                                                    

The Snoqualmie Riders have had 
a good month! 

Four Riders participated in Vet-
eran’s Day assemblies at two 
schools, Bill Tanaguchi, Bert 
Rainey, Doc Bagby and Rich 
Collingwood. We were treated 
like royalty at the Snoqualmie 
Middle School. We were given a 
framed picture of Veteran’s Day 
and even a frosted cupcake with 
the flag on it. I gave a speech that 
Steve Fenton wrote last year that 
said to stop a veteran, shake his/

her hand and say “Thank You”. 
They really listened and it was 
hard to get out of the gym with all 
the kids shaking our hands and 
saying “Thank You”! It really felt 
great. Then we headed off to the 
Snoqualmie Elementary School. 

For our monthly meeting, 5 of us 
went to the Auburn Veteran’s 
Day Parade; Doc Bagby, Bert 
Rainey, Mike Bryant (our newest 
member as of that day!), Joe Reed 
and Rich Collingwood. There 
were several other biker Veteran’s 
groups in the parade. If you have 
never been to the Auburn celebra-
tion, you are really missing a big 
deal for Vets. Everything went 
real well, the weather included 
until Rich lost the key to his bike 
at the restaurant…. The extra time 
there allowed us to talk with the 
Band of Brothers bike group 

having their meeting at the same 
restaurant. 

Please welcome our newest mem-
bers: Bill Tanaguchi, Terence 
Finn, Jesse Meerscheidt and Mike 
Bryant! 

Hopefully we can all meet each 
other at our next meeting on 
December 8th at 9 a.m. at the 
Snoqualmie Post 79 Legion Hall. 
Hopefully we’ll have a projector 
and I can find the DVD for the 
formation riding class! Maybe we 
can do a combined Thanksgiving 
and Christmas pot luck breakfast!
We have some great, non raining 
bike riding days going on right 
now, watch our for ice and dress 
warmly! 
Rich “Geezer” Collingwood, 
Director
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11t h  Dis t r i c t  Memb er sh ip  Rep or t  

REMINDER TO ALL VETERANS 
“We make a living by what 

we get, we make a life by 

what we give.” 

—Ronald Regan, 1992 

If you haven’t yet paid your dues, please do so 
before Dec 15th otherwise you will not be eligi-
ble for the American Legion Accidental Death 
Insurance. 



A Blue Star Service Banner 
displayed in the window of a 
home is an American tradi-
tion. The banner lets others 
know that someone in the 
home is proudly serving in 
the U.S. Armed Forces. As 
Americans do their best to 
support Operation Iraqi 
Freedom and the ongoing 
war on terror, the Blue Star 
Service Banner tradition re-
minds us all that war touches 

every neighborhood in our 
land.
If you know of someone in 
your neighborhood that has 
a loved one currently serving 
in the Armed Forces of the 
United States, please let one 
of our Post officers know.
We would like to present 
them with a Blue Star Ban-
ner and a Certificate of Ap-
preciation.
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Auxiliary News 

The Tradition Continues 

Hi Ladies, 

I trust you and your families all had a wonderful Thanksgiving holiday. Ours was quiet and uneventful.  Lots of food, almost 
way too much. 

We have done very well so far on our membership.  We are now at 80.77% with just a few more to send in their dues.  If we 
can get those in, we can be 100% by the middle of December, if not earlier. 

By the time you get this, Gift Shop at the Seattle VA Hospital will be over.  What a wonderful event and so very nice for the 
veteran patients.  They have so many nice gifts to choose from for their families. Any time you wish to volunteer to help at 
Gift Shop please let me know, so we can get you added to the list. 

Volunteers are still needed for the Coffee Cart at the hospital as well.  If you are not sure, they even have Volunteer training to 
assist you. 

Mid winter Convention is being held in Spokane again this year the first weekend of February.  There will not be a bus at this 
time.  They were not able to get enough people to sign up for it, so it has been cancelled.  That makes it very hard for people
who will not trust the weather to drive to Spokane for the weekend. 

I am slowly healing and getting a wee bit closer to being able to walk, but it is still along way off.  They have now allowed me
to use a boot on my ankle, but no weight bearing yet, only about 20 lbs pressure on my toes 
when standing.  No full body weight.  Hopefully I will be able to use a walker soon. 

I leave you with this holiday wish for you and yours…………….. 

May your holidays be blessed with the warmth of home, 
the light of peace, and the love of family and friends. 

For God and Country, 
President Kathy 
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Operation Support Our Troops (OSOT) came to be from a telephone call from SPC Scott Sheaffer to his 
mother, Sheryl, in January of 2003.  He asked “Mom, where are you guys?  All we’re seeing are the an-
tis!”  That was all it took to get Mom and Grandma moving! 

You see, during the Gulf War in 1991, Sheryl (Gulit) Sheaffer and Nadine Gulit were active in Operation 
Home Front – a “Support our Troops” grassroots effort.  Sheryl’s sons Scott and Adam were 9 and 7 years 
old at the time and participated in all of the rallies and activities.  Scott had remembered how good it felt to be 
involved as a 9-year-old showing support for our Troops and now was asking for that same support as a Sol-
dier.  At the time of the Gulf War, we never dreamed that Sheryl’s sons would be involved serving our country 
13 years later in the same sandbox!  SGT Scott Sheaffer is a combat engineer with the 10th Mountain Divi-

The mission of Operation Support Our Troops is to provide a process 
and forum for Americans of diverse interests, backgrounds and walks 
of life to come together to demonstrate to members of the Armed 
Forces and their Commander in Chief that they are supported and 
deeply appreciated for their service. Our goal is to ensure that they 
know United We Stand and Divided We Fall are not empty words, but 
words to which we subscribe. 



sion, Ft. Drum, NY; PFC Adam Sheaffer is a medic with the 172nd Stryker Brigade Combat Team, Ft. Wain-
wright, Fairbanks, AK and PFC Dylan Sheaffer is also a combat engineer with the 10th Mountain Division, Ft. 
Drum, NY.

Sheryl’s husband, Jim, is a Vietnam Veteran and that is at the heart of our group – we never want another 
generation of Veterans to be treated the way our Vietnam Veterans were treated when they returned home – 
we want our Troops separated from the politics – to be honored and respected for their devotion and service 
to our Country. 

OSOT (as it came to be) rallied for the first time on January 18, 2003.  It was cold that day – all of us remem-
ber shivering in the cold but were determined to let our Troops know we were there for them.  We had all 
been listening to KVI Talk Radio 570 earlier in the week and heard a call to rally at Camp Murray in support of 
our Troops.  We gathered at Camp Murray – none of us knowing each other – but all desiring to show our 
Troops before they were deployed how much they were loved and supported.  We waved our flags, held our 
signs of support and shouted “Thank you” to the Soldiers we saw!  This was the image we wanted our Troops 
to remember as they were deployed – American flags flying high and fellow citizens expressing their sup-
port.  We started with about 25 people at that rally and grew to 8,000 people participating in a rally in Novem-
ber 2003 to send our 81st Armored Brigade off in style!  We were there when our Stryker Brigades from Ft. 
Lewis were deployed and when the USS Abraham Lincoln came home.  We will continue to be there for our 
Troops until they all return home!

OSOT Rally on November 15, 2003
to send off our 81st Armored Brigade

When we decided that rallies just weren’t enough for our Troops, we started Operation Holidays from Home in 
September 2003 to send a little slice of home to our Troops deployed overseas.  Christmas that year was a 
huge success – sending 1,700 troops a complete Christmas with 300 volunteers packing boxes full of good-
ies, including a Christmas tree with all the trimmings.  In 2004, we sent Holiday packages for Valentine’s Day, 
Hero to Hero (First Anniversary of Operation Iraqi Freedom), Easter, 4th of July and Christmas.  For Christmas 
this year, we adopted 7,500 Troops deployed overseas!

Nadine Guilt, Sheryl (Gulit) Sheaffer and Dale Gould (Nadine’s Brother-in-Law and Sheryl’s Uncle) were the 
initial organizers of OSOT and Terry Harder joined the core team shortly thereafter.  We have since been 
joined on the core team by Bill and Norma Anderson, Lee and Claudette Sexton, Blaine and Diane Anderson, 
Gail and Ladd Wilmoth, Donna Watts, Pat Behymer, Jeff Gunno, Michelle McKee and Shelly Nagel-Weber.

But as I have become notorious for saying, “You can’t have a party if no one comes!”  Operation Support Our 
Troops wouldn’t be what it is today without every one of us who has given time, talent and finances to this in-
credible organization – it takes all of us little parts to make the big picture!  OSOT has become a very close 
community of family and friends!  And I thank all of you for that!

Sheryl (Gulit) Sheaffer
January 1, 2005                                                             (Reproduced with permission from www.osot.org)



Commander:                                     Steven Fenton 
Sfenton103@aol.com                       425-396-6100 

Adjutant:                                           Richard “Rick” DeWitt 
Rick_DeWitt@msn.com                   425-222-7994 

First Vice Commander:                     Richard “Rich” Collingwood 
Rich.Collingwood@centurytel.net   425-888-1206 

Second Vice Commander                  Wallace “Wally” Koering 
                                                            509-962-1789 

Finance Officer:                                 Richard “Rick” DeWitt 
Rick_DeWitt@msn.com                    425-222-7994 

Service Officer:                                   VACANT 

Chaplain:                                            John Rambow 
                                                            425-888-1153 

Sergeant-At-Arms:                             Steven Antoch 
                                                            425-831-5949 

Historian                                            William :Bill” Hauge 
biullwildest@yahoo.com                    425-888-1450 

Schedule of Events 

�!��DECEMBER 2007 
�!��1-Freedom Bridge     (Ft 

Lewis) 
�!��
�!��13—Post 79 Meeting              
�!��
�!��25—Christmas Day (VA 

Hospital Visitation) 
�!��

2008
�!��Jan 5—Rally to Support 

Our Troops at Freedom 
Bridge

�!��
�!��Jan 10—Post 79     

Meeting 
�!��
�!��Jan 13—11th District     

Meeting 
�!��
�!��Feb 1-3  11th District Win-

ter Conference in     Spo-
kane

�!��
�!��Feb 2—Rally to Support 

Our Troops at Freedom 
Bridge

�!��
�!��Feb 10—11th District    

Meeting at Redmond  
�!��
�!��Feb 14—Post 79  Meet-

ing
�!��
�!��Mar 1—Rally to Support 

Our Troops at Ft Lewis 
�!��
�!��Mar 9—11th District Meet-

ing at Bothell 
�!��
�!��Mar 13—Post 79    Meet-

ing
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December 2007 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1

2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20 21 22

23/30 24/31 25 26 27 28 29 



For God and Country 

We associate ourselves together for the following purposes: 

* To uphold and defend the Constitution of the Unite d Sates of 
America;

* To maintain law and order;

* To foster and perpetuate a one hundred Americanism; 

* To preserve the memories and incidents of our association in the 
Great Wars; 

* To inculcate a sense of individual obligation to the community, 
state, and nation; 

* To combat autocracy of both the classes and the masses; 

* To make right the master of might; 

* To promote peace and good-will on earth; 

* To safeguard and transmit to posterity the principl es of justice, 
freedom, and democracy; 

* To consecrate and sanctify our comradeship by our devotion to 
mutual helpfulness .

“For God and Country” 


